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Francesco Favaron has been a Full Professor of Plant Pathology at the University of Padua (Italy) since 2011. He teaches Plant Pathology and Biotechnology Applied to Plant Pathology in both the first cycle (Bachelor’s) and second cycle (Master’s) degree programs at the University of Padua. Previously, he served as an Associate Professor and Assistant Professor at the same university, beginning in 1990. He also held the position of Temporary Professor in Biotechnology Applied to Plant Pathology at the University of Verona (1997–2000) and in Horticultural Sciences at the University of Udine (1985–1986). From 1984 to 1988, he was a Contract Researcher at the National Research Council (CNR) in Rome, working on the National Research Project IPRA (Increase of Productivity of Agricultural Resources).
Institutional roles in Italy include: member of the National Scientific Habilitation Committee for Academic Recruitment in Plant Pathology and Entomology (2021–2023); member of the Scientific Council of the Center for Studies on Bioinspired Agro-Environmental Technology (BAT Center), headquartered at the University of Naples Federico II (since 2020); member of the PhD Board in “Crop Science” at the University of Padua (since 2013); coordinator of the PhD curriculum in “Crop Protection” within the PhD School of “Crop Science” at the University of Padua (2008–2012); member of the Piscopia Management Committee at the University of Padua (2013–2015).
His primary research interests include the mechanisms of virulence in plant pathogenic fungi, plant cell wall-degrading enzymes produced by fungi and their plant inhibitors, and bioinspired molecules for controlling plant diseases.
His research in Plant Pathology is documented by 66 peer-reviewed articles indexed in Scopus, with 2535 citations and an H-index of 30. He is also the co-inventor of two granted patents on "Peptides with Phytosanitary Activities". His research has involved collaborations with colleagues from the University of Hamburg (Germany), the Universidade de Caxias do Sul (Brazil), and the Université Lyon 1 (France).
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